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Above: stoneware bowl by Hans Coper, c.1955 © Victoria and Albert Museum, London. 
Purchased in memory of Annabel Freyberg through the generosity of her friends

the V&A has acquired a rare ceramic bowl by Hans Coper 
(1920–1981) thanks to the generosity of the family and friends of 
the journalist Annabel Freyberg who together raised money to 
support the museum in her memory. Coper was arguably Britain’s 
most important post-war artist-potter, known primarily for his 
sculptural forms, but between about 1953 and 1955 he created a 
handful of large decorative bowls, of which the new acquisition is a 
magnificent example. Dating from c.1955, it depicts a phoenix-like 
bird with outstretched wings above a sun-like motif. Its powerful, 
simplified design contributes to the bowl’s primal character. 

It was important to those close to Annabel to celebrate her 
life by making a difference to an organisation that she loved. 
Their response has been truly outstanding and so generous that 
the V&A, in consultation with Annabel’s family, used the funds 
raised to acquire not only the Coper bowl but additional ceramic 
sculptural pieces by another prominent post-war artist, Gordon 
Baldwin: Torso Pot from 1964 and Warrior Figure (c.1957–1959). 
These exquisite objects will remain an enduring symbol of 
Annabel’s passion for ceramics and love of the V&A.

The museum is also extremely grateful to Elaine Rowley, who 
earlier this year approached us to see if she could make a donation 
in memory of her father Fred Rowley. Fred was a volunteer at the 
V&A for many years and when he passed away, Elaine wished to 
honour him by continuing to support his favourite museum. As 
such, she has given a donation towards a digital project which will 
provide public access to the Leman Album.

Created by Huguenot refugee and master craftsman James 
Leman (1688–1745), the album contains 97 designs for woven 
silk, painted in watercolour. It constitutes the earliest surviving 
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Clockwise from top left: Torso Pot by Gordon Baldwin, 1964. Photo: Michael Harvey. 
Courtesy of Erskine, Hall & Coe. Purchased in memory of Annabel Freyberg through the generosity of 
her friends; pages from an album of designs for woven silk by James Leman, 1706–1716 or 
c.1730, bound mid-nineteenth century © Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Purchased with 
the assistance of the Art Fund and the National Heritage Memorial Fund; Warrior Figure by Gordon 
Baldwin, 1950. Photo: Michael Harvey. Courtesy of Erskine, Hall & Coe. Purchased in memory of 
Annabel Freyberg through the generosity of her friends

set of silk designs in the world and is therefore of great interest to 
historians and textile and design students. Currently, the album 
cannot be studied as it is incredibly fragile, vulnerable to light and 
handling and contains some poisonous pigments. By digitising the 
designs, it will become accessible to all and protected for the long 
term. As a volunteer guide and keen enthusiast of the V&A, Fred 
understood the value of passing on the stories behind the objects 
in the collection. Elaine’s gift commemorates her father and his 
passion for sharing knowledge.

Making a donation to the V&A to recognise a loved one is 
just one of the ways you can support the museum and enrich and 
protect its collections for future generations to admire and enjoy. 
Whether it is in celebration of a special occasion such as a wedding 
or a birthday, or as a tribute to someone who had a fascination for 
the arts in their lifetime, a donation will help our ongoing work and 
provide vital funds that, as a charity, the museum relies upon to 
preserve and display the objects in our care. 

   Julia Brown is Head of Legacy Giving
If you would like to honour the memory of someone you care 
for with a donation to the V&A, please contact Julia Brown at 
legacy@vam.ac.uk or call 0207 942 2898 


